
Sale Name: Fall 2024 Fine Art

LOT 143 - Bob Boyer

Estimate $   5,000-7,000

Description

Bob Boyer
Canadian, Métis Cree [1948-2004]
UNTITLED COMPOSITION
oil on burlap laid over board
40 x 60 in. (101.6 x 152.4 cm)
signed lower right

Saskatchewan born artist Bob Boyer began his artistic career in the late 1960s, and
spent much of his career based in Regina. While pursuing his artistic practice, he also
fulfilled many impactful roles in Regina’s artistic community, spending time as an art
teacher in the early 1970s, before moving on to the Norman Mackenzie Art Gallery,
and eventually becoming the Head of the Department of Indian Art at the University
of Regina, holding this position from 1980 to 1998). Boyer’s work was influenced and
guided by his connections to his Métis heritage, and he used his work to make strong
political statements. His most recognized series, referred to as "Blanket Statements",
made use of flannel blankets, in reference to smallpox blankets, to address political
injustices and the treatment of Indigenous peoples in Canada.

The early 1990s saw Boyer move away from politicized works and focus more on the
celebration and perpetuation of Indigenous culture. Around 1992, he began to make



use of burlap as a support material for his works (as he used here), preferring the
texture. Boyer’s early exposure to Canadian abstraction and the colour-field painting
movement is evident, intermingling with the symbolism and geometry influenced by
Indigenous history and culture.

Quantity: 1
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